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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


February,  1992  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied 
for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April  1,  1992,  their 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


2380-  MT  James  K.  Andrews,  Jr.  P.  O.  Box  189,  Smyrna,  GA  30081-0189 

(British  Commonwealth) 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-110  Ian  A.  Marshall,  P.  O.  1075,  Adelaide  St.  P.  O.,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
(1624)  Canada,  M5C  2K5 
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JARMAN,  Gordon,  Jr. 
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Fund 

LAY,  Evan  F. 
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General  Operating 
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NI  Library  Fund 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 


Dennis  Gill 


LA50.GilD:  199 1 :CEEIS 
GILL,  DENNIS 

The  Coinage  of  Ethiopia,  Eritrea  and  Italian  Somalia. 
Pub.  1991,  342pp,  Ulus. 
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NI  Purchase 


FA25.SedF:1987:PBC 
SEDWICK,  FRANK 

The  practical  book  of  cobs. 

Pub.  1987,  81pp,  illus. 

RI 1 80.Unkn:R977 :PCPM 
UNKNOWN 

Pictorial  catalogue  of  Papal  medals  1417-1942  as  struck  by  the  mint 
of  Rome  for  the  Vatican. 

1977  reprint  by  Edward  Jencius,  135pp,  illus. 

Librarian  note:  This  work  consists  of  927  numbered  medals  that  appeared 
to  have  been  part  of  a larger  work  as  the  pages  are  numbered  from  252 
through  387,  and  the  medals,  though  grouped  by  Pope,  are  not  identified. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  might  be  part  of  something  written  by 
Francesco  Mazio,  but  the  only  book  listed  by  him  was  dated  a hundred 
years  before.  I would  appreciate  learning  the  original  source  of  this 
pictorial  catalog. 

Stephen  Album 

Mr.  Album  has  donated  to  the  Library  a set  of  microfiche  relating  to 
Stanley  Lane-Poole’s  Catalogue  of  Oriental  Coins  in  the  British  Museum. 
The  set  is  composed  of  volumes  I,  II,  IE,  IX,  and  X,  of  which  the  Library 
has  all  but  Volume  I in  printed  form.  Until  we  are  fortunate  to  obtain  a 
printed  copy  of  Volume  I,  any  member  who  wishes  to  view  that  volume 
should  first  have  access  to  a microfiche  reader. 

Marvin  Fraley 


Mr.  Fraley  has  donated  the  1991  issue  of  Johan  Mevius’  De  Neder lands e 
munten  van  1806  tot  he  den. 

E.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Frank  Novak  and  Marvin 
Fraley  for  additional  gifts  of  numismatic  material  and  funds  to  both  the  NI  Book  and 
Periodical  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************* 
RHINE  BUND 

The  so-called  "Rhinebund  Taler"  of  1861  by  Korn,  who  was  a jeweler  in 
Mayence,  Germany,  was  struck  when  he  was  Court  Mintmaster  in  France 
for  Napoleon  III. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


28 


k_ 


AUSTRIAN  CAMPAIGN 


David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  # 894 


Three  documents  concerning  the  medals  struck  by  Napoleons  Medal  Mint  to  commemorate 
the  1809  Austrian  campaign  have  been  published:  Denons  1811  list  of  planned  medals, 
Daru’s  observations  on  these  plans,  and  Denons  response  to  the  observations.  De  Fayolle, 
in  his  Recherche  sur  Bertrand  Andrieu  (1902),  published  the  list  and  a letter  written  by 
Denon  concerning  these  medals.  Mr.  Antony  Griffiths,  in  Part  1 of  an  article  about  the 
design  and  production  of  the  Napoleonic  medals  (British  A rt  Medal  Society,  "The  Medal ", 
No.  16,  Spring  1990,  pp.  16-30),  republished  this  and  published  several  other  letters  between 
Denon  and  others  concerning  the  medals,  as  well  as  illustrations  of  the  artists’  sketches 
copied  by  the  die  engravers.  In  the  following  descriptions  I have  quoted  Daru’s  comments 
and  Denon’ s responses  from  those  letters. 


In  the  spring  of  1809,  many  French  troops  having  been  withdrawn  from  Germany 
to  fight  in  Spain,  the  Austrians  decided  that  the  time  had  come  to  avenge  the 
humiliation  heaped  on  them  by  the  Treaty  of  Pressburg  in  1805. 


Bramsen  844.  Breaking  of  the  Treaty  of  Pressbure/  (40mm) 


Obverse:  The  Temple  of  Janus,  the  doors  smashed.  Signed  ANDRIEU  F.  and 
DENON  DIR.  Exergue:  THE  TREATY  OF  PRESSBURG  BROKEN  BY  THE 
AUSTRIANS,  9 APRIL  1809.  Reverse:  ABENSBERG  * ECKMUHL.  A laureate 
warrior  standing  between  two  trophies.  Signed  DENON  D.  BRENET  F.  Exergue: 
BATTLES  OF  THE  20TH  AND  22ND  OF  APRIL,  1809;  40  THOUSAND 
PRISONERS. 


Since  the  Treaty  of  Pressburg  had  been  commemorated  by  a medal  showing  the 
Temple  of  Janus  with  closed  doors,  Denon  decided  to  use  that  temple  with  broken 
doors  for  this  medal,  the  idea  being  that  the  God  of  War  had  broken  out  of  his  temple, 
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where  he  was  shut  up  during  times  of  peace.  The  reverse  design  was  strongly 
influenced  by  Roman  coins,  although  this  Temple  of  Janus  bears  no  resemblance  to 
the  one  in  Rome  (see  that  one  illustrated  on  a sestertius  of  Nero,  this  Bulletin , April 
1989,  page  90.) 

Daru:  The  first  medal  is  well  conceived. 

Denon:  The  medal  of  the  Treaty  of  Pressburg  ...  [has]  already  been  ordered  and  started. 

Napoleon  had  stayed  in  Paris,  taking  care  of  the  plot  by  Talleyrand,  Fouche,  and 
Caroline  to  replace  him  by  Murat,  while  his  chief  of  staff,  Berthier,  directed  the 
positioning  of  French  troops  to  oppose  the  Austrian  advance.  When  Napoleon  went 
to  the  front  he  found  that  Berthier  had  spread  the  troops  over  a sixty-mile  front,  from 
Ratisbon  to  south  of  Augsburg.  He  rapidly  concentrated  his  forces,  stalled  the  Austrian 
advance  and  in  five  battles,  only  two  of  which  are  commemorated  on  this  medal,  split 
the  Austrian  army  in  two.  Invading  Austria,  he  forced  Vienna  to  surrender. 

Bramsen  847.  Leaving  Paris  and  entering  Vienna.  (40mm) 


Obverse:  SAINT  MARTIN  GATE.  A city  gate  of  Paris.  Signed  ANDRIEU  and 
DENON.  Exergue:  THE  EMPEROR  LEFT  PARIS  ON  13  APRIL  1809.  Reverse: 
THE  GATE  OF  CARINTHIA.  A city  gate  of  Vienna.  Exergue:  THE  EMPEROR 
ENTERED  VIENNA  ON  13  MAY  1809.  ANDRIEU  F.  DENON  DIR. 

A new  twist  is  given  to  the  city-gate  theme  here  to  emphasize  the  speed  with  which 
Napoleon  conquered  Vienna.  Vienna,  not  Austria. 

Daru:  The  second  expresses  leaving  Paris  and  arriving  in  Vienna  with  a correctness  and 
precision  which  make  it  extremely  remarkable. 

Denon:  The  medal...  of  the  Entry  into  Vienna  has  already  been  ordered  and  started. 

It  was  incidental  to  this  campaign  that  Napoleon  annexed  the  Papal  states  and  Rome 
to  the  French  Empire.  Although  Napoleon  had  given  instructions  to  General  Miollis 
and  Murat  ( Corres . 15018,  5 April  1809)  "to  finish  the  affair  of  Rome  and  to  destroy 
that  hotbed  of  insurrection",  he  expressed  displeasure  that  the  Pope  had  been  arrested 
and  sent  to  France  ( Corres . 15218,  17  May  1809);  he  ordered  him  returned  to  Savona 
( Corres . 15555,  18  July  1809).  Then  he  complained  about  that  ( Corres . 15615,  6 August 
1809),  showing  his  doubts  about  the  whole  affair. 
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Bramsen  848.  Reunion  of  Rome  to  the  Empire.  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  A river  god  reclining  1.,  a wolf  and  child  before 
him,  a temple  on  the  heights  in  the  left  background.  Aloft  is  an  eagle  carrying  a 
thunderbolt.  Signed  on  the  exergual  bar,  ANDRIEU  and  DENON.  Exergue:  THE 
RETURN  OF  THE  EAGLE,  1809. 


Bramsen  849.  Rome,  Second  Capital  of  the  Empire.  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  ROME  PARIS.  Two  accollate  busts  1.,  that 
of  Paris  signed  on  the  truncation  DEPAULIS.  In  the  field  below,  DENON  D.  and 
1809. 

These  two  medals  commemorate  replacing  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  by  that 
of  Napoleon.  On  17  May  1809  Napoleon  issued  a decree  from  Vienna  uniting  the 
Papal  states  to  his  empire  and  making  Rome  his  second  capital.  The  river  god  on  848 
is,  of  course,  the  Tiber,  with  the  legendary  wolf  which  nursed  Romulus,  founder  of 
Rome.  There  is  a variant  of  849,  recorded  as  Bramsen  850,  on  which  the  headdresses 
of  Paris  and  Rome  are  not  so  far  out. 

Daru:  Rome  declared  the  second  capital  of  the  empire  is  represented  in  a simple  but 
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appropriate  manner.  1 do  not  know  whether  the  legend  has  a very  direct  connection  with 
the  figure  represented ',  but  the  Latin  expression  should,  it  seems  to  me,  be  replaced  by  a 

French  one,  and  in  it  I would  substitute  for  revendique  the  word [dleg.]. 

Denon:  For  the  medal  of  Rome  I shall  make  the  inscription  French  in  accord  with  your 
observation. 

Bramsen  859.  Battle  of  Essling/  (40mm) 

Crossing  the  Danube. 


Obverse:  THE  DANUBE  INDIGNANT  AT  BEING  BRIDGED.  A river  god 
destroying  a pontoon  bridge,  on  which  are  a cannon  and  two  French  standards. 
Exergue:  THE  BATTLE  AT  ESSLING,  22  MAY  1809.  Unsigned. 

Reverse:  THE  SAME  THING  AGAIN.  French  troops  crossing  a bridge,  a victory 
flying  overhead.  Exergue:  THE  CROSSING,  5 JULY  1809.  Signed  BRENET  F. 
DENON  D. 

Apparently  Denon  had  so  many  medals  to  cover  for  this  campaign  that  he  had  to 
double  up  on  some,  like  this  one.  It  is  not  recorded  what  Napoleon  had  to  say  about 
the  medals  which  do  not  have  his  portrait  on  the  obverse. 

The  Austrian  forces  were  across  the  Danube  from  Vienna;  secure  in  his  strength, 
Napoleon  had  bridges  built  from  Vienna  to  the  Island  of  Lobau  and  from  Lobau  to 
the  far  bank  of  the  river.  Napoleon  once  said  that  the  most  difficult  military  operation 
is  crossing  a river  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  and  he  illustrated  that  here.  While  the  first 
part  of  his  army  was  battling  the  Austrians  on  the  far  bank,  the  bridge  connecting  the 
island  with  Vienna  was  broken,  cutting  the  French  supply  lines  and  leaving  part  of 
Napoleon’s  army  hopelessly  outnumbered  on  the  far  bank,  fighting  a losing  battle 
against  one  of  the  few  military  men  he  admired,  the  Archduke  Charles.  The  badly 
mauled  French  successfully  retreated  to  Lobau,  bringing  with  them  among  other 
casualties  the  fatally  wounded  Marshal  Lannes,  Duke  of  Montebello.  Lannes  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Napoleon,  had  served  him  well  in  the  second  Italian  campaign 
(hence  his  title),  at  Austerlitz  in  the  first  Austrian  campaign,  and  at  Jena  and  Friedland 
in  the  Prussian  campaign.  His  death  on  the  Island  of  Lobau  was  a great  loss  to 
Napoleon,  personally  as  well  as  tactically.  Not  illustrated  is  Bramsen  971,  a 68mm 
medal  commemorating  the  funeral  given  Lannes  in  Paris,  3 January  1810.  The  obverse 
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of  that  metal  is  a bust  of  Napoleon  by  Galle,  while  the  reverse  is  just  an  inscription 
giving  details  of  the  ceremony. 

The  reverse  of  the  present  medal  commemorates  the  successful  crossing  after 
the  bridge  from  Vienna  to  Lobau  had  been  rebuilt  and  five  bridges  were  thrown  from 
Lobau  to  the  left  bank  at  a place  which  outflanked  Archduke  Charles’  defenses. 
Daru:  It  seems  to  me  the  Battle  of  Essling  is  not  represented  so  happily.  It  requires  a 
commentaryy  which  is  inconvenient.  The  subject  is  complicated;  the  separation  of  the  two 
parts  of  the  army  and  the  second  crossing  are  very  difficult  to  express.  As  for  the  inscription 
Iterum,  His  Majesty  had  always  wanted  medals  struck  in  France  to  have  French  exergues, 
and  that  rule  can  have  no  exception  except  when  the  Latin  offers  a happy  allusion,  like  the 
medal  of  Czar  Peter.  1 believe  that  you  yourself,  when  in  Vienna  you  talked  with  me  about 
it  for  the  first  time,  showed  some  scruples  about  translating  that  inscription  by  French 
words. 

Denon:  With  regard  to  the  one  for  the  Battle  of  Essling,  may  I have  the  honor  of  pointing 
out  to  you  that  I had  an  accident  to  express  here,  that  it  was  necessary  to  present  the  river 
which  caused  it  by  breaking  the  bridge,  which  divided  the  army,  which  is  expressed  by  the 
two  standards  which  the  reverse  shows;  the  remedy  which  repaired  this  misfortune  is  a great 
example  at  the  same  time  of  confidence  and  subordination.  In  general  medals  have  a 
hieroglyphic  manner  of  explaining  themselves,  and  if  they  often  are  an  aid  to  history,  history 
itself  often,  also  quite  naturally,  sometimes  comes  to  the  aid  of  the  medals.  That  of  the  Battle 
of  Essling  presents  at  the  same  time  two  important  facts;  it  looks  fine  and  offers  no  political 
inconvenience,  so  permit  me  to  retain  it. 

Bramsen  854.  The  Conquest  of  Raab.  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  A reclining,  scantily  draped  river  god,  behind 
him  a French  standard.  Exergue:  THE  FRENCH  EAGLES  ACROSS  THE  RAAB, 
1809,  DUBOIS  F.  DENON  D. 

Napoleon’s  step-son,  Eugene,  was  operating  with  French  troops  west  of  Vienna.  This 
medal  commemorates  the  capture  by  that  force  of  the  town  of  Raab,  situated  on  the 
river  of  the  same  name,  near  the  point  where  it  joins  the  Danube.  Since  Napoleon  did 
not  take  part  in  this  fight,  it  was  classified  as  a combat,  not  a battle.  It  was  fought  on 
15  June  1809  and  cut  the  Austrian  communications  with  Hungary,  at  that  time  part 
of  the  Austrian  Empire.  By  the  actions  of  Eugene’s  troops  the  troops  under  Archduke 
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John  were  prevented  from  supporting  those  under  Archduke  Charles  during  the  final 
battles  of  the  campaign. 

Daru:  The  taking  of  Raah  is  well  characterized,  but  in  spite  of  my  respect  for  Latin  methods 
1 would  prefer  to  put  the  arms  or  the  emblems  of  Raah  in  the  exergue  rather  than  in  the 
field  of  the  medal , and  I would  prefer  a French  legend  to  the  Latin  one. 

Denon:  For  the  Conquest  of  Raah,  I thought  1 was  adding  something  to  the  explication  of 
the  medal  by  putting  in  the  field  the  type  of  the  ancient  coins  of  Pannonia.  I can  suppress 
this  type  hut  cannot  allow  myself  to  put  it  in  the  exergue.  That  innovation  would  intrude 
the  composition  of  the  subject  into  a place  which  should  he  absolutely  dedicated  to  the 
inscription.  I shall  change  that  to  French,  which  I would  always  prefer. 

Bramsen  860.  The  Battle  of  Wagram.  (40  mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  In  exergue  BATTLE  OF  WAGRAM,  6 July 
1809.  DENON  D.  GALLE  F.  Hercules,  raising  his  club  to  finish  off  a supine  figure, 
holds  with  his  left  a winged  Victory  taken  from  the  fallen  foe. 

Bramsen  862.  The  Battle  of  Wagram  (Milan).  (42  mm) 


Obverse:  NAPOLEO  MAGNVS  GAL.  IMP.  IT.  REX  P.  F.  AVG.  INVICTVS.  Signed 
L.  MANFREDINI  F.  Bust  of  Napoleon  r.,  wearing  the  Iron  Crown.  Reverse: 
HOSTIBVS  VBIQUE  FUSIS  CAESIS  CAPTIS.  Exergue:  MDCCCIX.  A Victory 
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flying  right,  a thunderbolt  in  her  upraised  right,  a palm  frond  in  her  left.  (Bramsen  863 
is  a variety  of  this  medal  with  Napoleon  wearing  a laurel  wreath  instead  of  the  crown.) 

It  is  interesting  that  Manfredini’s  version  consists  only  of  the  Victory  from 
the  Paris  medal.  She  resembles  a wall  painting  from  Pompei.  The  reverse  inscription 
may  be  translated,  "The  enemies  were  everywhere  thunderstruck,  cut  down,  captured." 
In  this  bloody  battle,  fought  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  of  July,  1809,  the  French  had  about 
180,000  men,  of  whom  25,000  were  casualties.  The  Austrians  had  about  140,000;  their 
losses  were  also  about  25,000.  This  was  the  last  battle  of  the  campaign  commemorated 
by  a medal.  Archduke  Charles  was  granted  the  armistice  he  requested  on  July  12. 

Bramsen  870  Attack  of  Antwerp/ 

Sojourn  at  Schoenbrunn.  (40  mm) 


Obverse:  Exergue:  ANTWERP  ATTACKED  BY  THE  ENGLISH,  1809.  A standing 
draped  female  faces  right.  Her  left  foot  rests  on  the  deck  of  a ship.  With  her  right  hand 
she  grasps  a spear,  holding  it  like  a staff;  in  her  left  is  a snake-wound  winged  staff.  In 
the  right  field  is  a symbol,  the  mint-mark  of  the  Antwerp  mint.  Signed  DENON.  D. 
DEPAULIS  F.  Reverse:  JUPITER  STATOR.  Jupiter  seated  on  his  throne,  a staff  or 
spear  in  his  right  and  a thunderbolt  in  his  lowered  left.  Exergue:  NAPOLEON  AT 
SCHOENBRUNN,  1809.  signed  DENON.  D.  DOMARD  F. 

The  British  decided  to  attack  Antwerp,  one  of  the  centers  of  ship  building  for  the 
French,  while  Napoleon  was  engaged  in  Austria. 

"The  British  Government  succeeded  in  eclipsing  all  its  former  achievements  in 
forewarning  foes  and  disgusting  its  friends...  Official  favouritism  handed  over  the 
command  of  40,000  troops  to  Earl  Chatham,  who  wasted  precious  days  in  battering 
down  the  walls  of  Flushing  when  he  should  have  struck  straight  at  the  goal...  Antwerp. 
That  fortress  was  therefore  ready  to  beat  him  off;  and  he  finally  withdrew  his  army 
into  the  Isle  of  Walcheren,  into  whose  fever-laden  swamps  Napoleon  had  refused  to 
send  a single  French  soldier.  A tottering  remnant  was  all  that  survived  by  the  close  of 
the  year:  and  the  climax  of  our  national  disgrace  was  reached  when  a court-martial 
acquitted  the  commanders.  Napoleon  would  have  had  them  shot." 

John  Holland  Rose.  The  life  of  Napoleon  I,  Vol.  II,  p.  183 
The  reverse  of  the  medal  commemorates  Napoleon’s  unconcern,  he  remaining  in 
Austria  during  the  botched  British  invasion,  confident  that  the  forces  he  had  left 
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behind  to  protect  the  coast  were  sufficient. 

Daru:  The  attack  on  A ntwerp  during  the  Emperor's  sojourn  at  Schoenbrunn  is  very  fine 
and  the  idea  very  happy.  1 do  not  have  any  criticism  to  make  except  for  the  arms  of 
Antwerpy  which  I do  not  like  to  see  placed  in  the  field  of  the  medal,  because  there  they 
require  explanation. 

Denon:  I am  perfectly  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  arms  of  the  City  of  A ntwerp  in 
the  field  of  the  medal;  I shall  suppress  it. 

Bramsen  876.  The  Peace  of  Vienna.  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  Exergue:  PEACE  OF  VIENNA,  1809. 
Napoleon,  standing,  with  his  right  places  an  olive  branch  on  an  altar  and  with  his  left 
applies  a torch  to  a heap  of  debris  from  the  war.  Signed  ANDRIEU  F.  Dfenon].  D. 

Although  the  fighting  of  the  second  Austrian  campaign  ended  with  an  armistice  on  the 
second  of  July , the  political  negotiations  dragged  out  for  three  months.  It  was  only  after  the 
British  setback  in  Spain  after  Wellesley's  successful  Battle  of  Talvera  and  the  failure  of  the 
British  attack  on  Antwerp  that  the  Austrians  felt  forced  to  break  their  agreement  with 
England  and  to  agree  to  a separate  peace  with  France.  Austria  was  forced  to  recognize 
Joseph  as  king  of  Spain,  cede  Salzburg  to  Bavaria,  return  part  of  Poland  to  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw,  part  of  Galicia  to  Russia,  yield  Trieste  and  lands  along  the  Adriatic  to  the  French 
Empire.  Worst  of  all,  perhaps,  was  the  abandonment  of  Tyrol,  which  the  Austrian  emperor 
had  promised  to  defend  to  the  death.  The  Treaty  of  Schoenbrunn  was  finally  signed  on  14 
October  1809.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  lands,  Austria  was  to  pay  an  indemnity  of 
$17,000,000  and  limit  her  army  to  150,000  men.  There  is  apparently  no  basis  for  the 
common  story  that  a secret  agreement  was  made  at  this  time  that  Napoleon  would  be  given 
the  A ustrian  archduchess  Maria  Louisa  in  marriage. 

Daru:  You  have  portrayed  the  Peace  of  Vienna  by  a hero  who  holds  an  olive  branch  in  one 
hand  and  with  the  other  sets  fire  to  weapons  now  become  useless.  But  that  second  part  of 
the  emblem  does  not  make  sense,  and  a torch  does  not  seem  proper  to  bum  cuirasses,  which 
seem  to  be  metal,  since  they  are  supported  by  their  own  weight.  Although  I accept  your 
thought,  1 do  not  find  it  expressed  clearly. 

Denon:  For  the  one  of  the  Peace  of  Vienna  1 shall  substitute  for  the  iron  arms,  cannon  and 
mortars  of  which  the  supports  begin  to  catch  fire. 
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Bramsen  879.  The  Conquest  of  Illyria.  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu.  Reverse:  A cow  observing  its  nursing  calf;  in  the  field 
above,  a club.  Exergue:  CONQUEST  OF  ILLYRIA/  1809/  DEPAULIS  F.  DENON 
D. 

The  type  of  the  reverse  is  from  ancient  coins  of  the  region. 

Daru:  The  sixth  medal  represents  an  ancient  emblem  of  Illyria.  It  is  a cow.  I swear  to  you 
that  I don't  find  much  nobility  there.  According  to  Homer  the  garden  of  Alcinous  was  on 
the  Island  of  Corfu,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  king  there  had  no  claim  to  ancient  Illyria, 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks  today.  The  Illyria  conquered  by  the  House  of  Austria  no 
longer  carried  that  name  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  I submit  all  these  doubts  to  you  and 
want  them  to  give  you  a reason  for  choosing  as  remarkable  an  emblem  as  that  of  the 
preceding  medal. 

Denon:  1 have  been  very  perplexed  about  the  medal  for  Illyria;  its  conquest,  made  by  an 
article  of  a treaty,  does  not  offer  any  subject  to  represent.  That  is  what  made  me  have 
recourse  to  all  the  types  of  the  ancient  coins  of  that  country;  I shall  suspend  the  execution 
of  that  one  until  I shall  have  found  a subject.  If  one  comes  to  you,  I shall  be  obliged  to  you, 
Count,  if  you  will  kindly  communicate  it  to  me. 

***** 

APPENDIX  1:  List  of  the  medals  Denon  planned  for  1811. 

(This  list  was  found  by  de  Fayolle  in  the  French  archives  and  published  in  his  prize- 
winning Recherches  sur  Bertrand  Andrieu.  Bramsen  catalog  numbers  and  the  designers’ 
or  engravers’names  have  been  added,  the  designers  from  Griffiths.) 


Austrian  campaign  of  1809 


designer 

engraver 

Fr. 

Br 

844 

The  Treaty  of  Pressburg  broken. 

(Andrieu) 

1000. 

Br 

844 

The  Battle  of  Abensburg  & Eckmuehl. 

Bergeret 

(Brenet) 

1800. 

Br 

847 

Leaving  Paris  & Entering  Vienna. 

Zix. 

(Andrieu) 

1000. 

Br 

847 

Entry  into  Vienna. 

Zix. 

(Andrieu) 

1000. 

Br 

859 

The  Battle  of  Essling. 

Fragonard. 

(Brenet) 

1700. 
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Br  859 

Crossing  the  Danube. 

Fragonard. 

(B  renet) 

Br  854 

The  Taking  of  Raab. 

Fragonard 

(Dubois) 

Br  870 

The  Attack  of  Antwerp. 

Lafitte. 

(Depaulis) 

Br  870 

The  Sojourn  at  Schoenbrunn. 

Lafitte. 

(Domard) 

Br  879 

The  Conquest  of  Illyria. 

(Depaulis) 

Br  860 

The  Battle  of  Wagram. 

Fragonard. 

(Galle) 

Br  876 

The  Peace  of  Vienna. 

Lafitte. 

(Andrieu) 

Br  849 

Rome  the  second  capital. 

ti 

(Depaulis) 

Br  721 

Reunion  of  Etruria  to  the  empire. 

it 

(Brenet) 

Br  688 

The  Simplon  route. 

If 

(Brenet) 

Br  848 

Rome  & Holland  reunited  to  the  empire. 

it 

(Andrieu) 

Br  ??? 

The  birth  of  a prince  or  princess.  (2  dies) 

Head  of  the  Emperor  for  this  collection.  (2  dies) 

Wax  models,  finished  designs,  and  sketches  for  the  above  medals. 


1700. 

1800. 

1600. 

2000. 

1600. 

3000. 

2000. 

1600. 

2000. 

2000. 

2000. 

3000. 

660. 

2740. 


Total 


20  dies.  Fr.34200. 


APPENDIX  2:  Remainders  of  the  two  letters  quoted  throughout  the  above  article. 


DARU  TO  DENON,  24  January  1811. 


I have  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  His  Majesty  the  drawings  for  the  new  medals 
intended  to  continue  the  medallic  history  of  His  reign.  His  Majesty  has  not  had  the 
time  to  examine  them;  He  has  just  expressed  to  me  the  desire  that  in  the  make-up  of 
these  medals  all  proprieties  be  observed,  so  I invite  you  to  examine  them  again,  and 
although  I have  not  perceived  anything  which  could  be  censored,  I charge  you  to  look 
at  your  work  again,  with  as  much  more  closeness  as  His  Majesty  has  shown  more 
confidence  in  you. 

As  for  me,  I am  going  to  give  you  my  observations  as  a fellow  member  of  the 
Institut,  examining  your  work  only  in  its  literary  aspect.  You  will  allow  me  some 
errors,  and  you  will  not  forget  that  I do  not  belong  to  the  class  particularly  charged 
with  inscriptions  and  medals. 

Your  plan  for  the  birth  of  the  King  of  Rome  offers  an  ingenious  composition, 
and  the  subject  is  expressed  in  the  happiest  manner. 

On  the  medal  for  the  birth  of  a princess,  the  snake  who  raises  himself  above 
a column  or  an  altar  does  not  perhaps  express  well  enough  the  idea  of  security  you 
wanted  to  convey.  This  emblem  does  not  express  security  as  much  as  prudence,  health, 
medicine,  etc.  If  one  saw  in  the  field  of  the  medal  the  star  which  precedes  the  sunrise, 
that  emblem  would  have  some  connection  with  what  is  indicated  by  the  conucopia 
placed  on  the  other  side  of  the  principal  figure.... 


I applaud  the  one  which  represents  the  uniting  of  Etruria  to  France. 

The  Simplon  route  has  reminded  you  of  that  giant  by  which  Camoens 
represented  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  You  have  made  that  allusion,  but  the  image  of 
that  giant  is  lacking  in  nobility,  and  I object  to  the  very  composition  of  your  allegory. 
It  seems  to  me  that  although  one  may  conceive  of  wagons  passing  over  the  shoulders 
of  the  giant  one  does  not  see  why  they  pass  under  his  legs.  Correctness  of  the  emblem 
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demands  that  they  pass  above,  because  subterranean  roads  have  not  been  tunnelled  into 
that  mountain. 

You  see,  M.  Director  General,  that  the  only  object  I have  had  in  thus 
multiplying  my  criticisms  has  been  to  prove  to  you  how  much  pleasure  I have  had  in 
examining  all  the  details  of  your  work.  Moreover,  I do  not  see  anything  which  could 
wound  propriety  in  the  plans  which  you  have  sent  me,  and  these  are  only  observations 
which  I send  to  you. 

Accept,  M.  Director  General,  the  assurances  of  my  distinct  consideration  and 
sincere  attachment. 

DENON  TO  DARU,  29  January  1811. 

I have  gratefully  received  the  advice  which  you  have  kindly  wanted  to  give  me  about 
the  medals  of  which  you  have  presented  the  plans  to  His  Majesty.  I thank  you  for  the 
interest  you  have  displayed  for  me  in  that  regard.  I had  already  ordered  the  one  for  the 
birth;  it  was  Health  and  not  Security  that  I wanted  to  express  with  the  serpent.  But 
I think  that  emblem  useless,  and  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion  I suppress  it  and 
shall  replace  it  with  a star  as  you  advise.... 

For  that  of  the  Simplon  [Br  688]  I have  already  given  more  nobility  to  the  pose 
of  the  giant.  Relative  to  the  other  observations  about  that  medal,  I respond  that  that 
chain  of  mountains  rises  between  Lake  Geneva  and  Lake  Maggiore,  which  serve  as  a 
base;  the  road  runs  along  the  edges  of  these  lakes;  it  is  elevated  over  rocks  and  traverses 
a subterranean  gallery  in  one  of  its  parts,  which  inspired  that  train  of  little  figures 
which  go  up  to  the  feet  of  the  giant. 

I repeat  my  thanks  to  you,  Count;  it  is  my  desire  to  merit  the  confidence  which 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  place  in  me.  Thus  I always  attach  great  value  to  advice 
dictated  by  enlightenment  and  friendship. 

May  you  always  retain  those  toward  me,  and  accept  the  homage  of  my  deep 
respect.  Denon 

N.B.  It  is  curious  that  the  medals  do  not  reflect  the  changes  Denon  told  Daru  he 
would  have  made,  particularly  changing  Latin  inscriptions  to  French. 

(Eleventh  in  a series  which  started  in  October,  1985.  See  the  following  issues  for  other  parts 
of  the  series:  October,  1985;  May,  1987;  October,  1987;  June,  1988;  November,  1988;  April, 
1988;  April,  1989;  November,  1989;  April,  1990;  December,  1990;  and  June,  1991.) 

** ******* ***************** ********************* ************************ 

ODD  AND  CURIOUS 

Until  recently  in  East  Africa  and  Ethiopia,  elephant  tail  money  was 
used.  In  the  old  days,  this  money  was  used  to  buy  slave  girls.  The 
tail  skin  was  rolled  up  to  form  a bracelet  and  sometimes  cowrie  shells 
were  attached  as  ornamentation. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln j Nebraska , NI  if  128 9 

NO.  75  - THEODORE  II,  DUCAS-LASCARIS  (1254-1258) 


Theodore  was  the  only  child  of  John  and  Irene.  He  was  married  to 
Helen,  the  little  daughter  of  John  Arsan,  the  King  of  the  Bulgarians. 
This  arranged  marriage  took  place  when  Theodore  was  but  twelve  years 
old.  It  is  said  that  Theodore  grew  into  a brave  and  able  man,  and 
became  an  author  and  a patron  of  literature,  and  that  he  labored  for 
the  happiness  of  his  people  during  his  short  reign.  However,  one 
historian  says  that  Theodore  became,  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  a 
licentious,  capricious  and  a brutal  emperor.  He  died  in  1258,  his 
wife  Helen  having  predeceased  him  by  several  years. 

The  Coinage 


All  coinage  wa s struck  at  the  Mint  of  Magnesia. 


FV  Hyperpyron 


Var.  B 


Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back ; right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 
left. 

Rev.  Inscription  in  two  columnar  groups.  MT  ©V  in  upper  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Virgin  nimbate.  Em- 
peror wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simpli- 
fied type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft,  and  in  left, 
anexikakia.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 

Three  main  reverse  inscriptional  varieties,  all  much  abbreviated: 

Var.  A. 

Rev.Oe OAUJPOC  ACCnOTHfH)  TUi(X)  nOPOVPOreNNHTID  in  two 
columnar  groups. 


Var.  B. 

Rev.  06OAUJPOC  A€CnOTH("R)C  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar 
groups. 

Var.  C. 

Rev.  ©eOAUJPOC  AecnOTH(Tl)C  AVfKAC  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar 
groups. 
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AR  Trachy 


Type  A 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 
left. 

Rev.  eeOAUJPOC  AecnOTlC  © TV®  AVKAC  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar 
groups. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Tryphon,  beardless 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  labarum  on  long  shaft,  at  the  base 
of  which,  lys.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of 
simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  scepter  cruciger.  Saint 
wears  tunic  and  colobion. 


Type  B 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 

colobion;  holds  Gospels  in  left  hand. 

06  O 

Rev.  OAUJ  AA 

POC  C 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  beardless,  nimbate  military 
saint,  holding  between  them  patriarchal  cross  on  long  shaft.  Emperor 
v/ears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion; 
holds  in  right  hand  scepter  cruciger.  Saint  wears  short  military  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion. 


Type  C 
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Type  C 

Obv.  ~IP y Xn  Lys  in  lower  field  to  either  side. 

Full-length  figure  of  St.  Tryphon,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic 
and  colobion;  holds  cross  in  right  hand. 

Rev.  06OAUJPOC  AGCnOTHC  AWKAC  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar  groups. 
Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  panelled 
chlamys;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus 
surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross. 


Type  A _ 

IP  y c 

Obv.  g g in  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 
colobion,  standing  on  dais;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gos- 
pels in  left. 

Rev.  06OAU1POC  AecnOTHC  AWKAC  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar  groups. 
Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Virgin  nimbate.  Em- 
peror wears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and 
sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  scepter  cruciger,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger. 
Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 


Type  B 

Obv.  X Lys  in  lower  field  to  either  side. 

Full-length  figure  of  St.  Tryphon,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic 
and  colobion;  holds  cross  in  right  hand. 

Rev.  06OAUJPOC  A€CnOTHC  AWKAC  O AACKAPIC  in  two  columnar  groups. 
Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  panelled 
chlamys;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus 
cruciger.  Manus  Dei  in  upper  right  field. 
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—or  var. 


Obv. 


O 

A 

n 

o 

c 


©€ 

OA 

W 

P 

O 

C 


Full-length  figure  of  St.  Theodore,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  short 
military  tunic,  breastplate  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  spear,  and  in 
left,  shield. 


Rev.  ©60AUJP0C  A€CnOTHC  AWKAC  O AACKAP1C  in  two  columnar  groups. 
Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros 
of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft, 
and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross. 


Full-length  figure  of  St.  George,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  short 
military  tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion ; holds  in  right  hand  spear  resting 
over  shoulder,  and  in  left,  shield,  resting  on  ground. 

Rev.  (AACK?) 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  seated  upon  throne  with  back,  wearing 
stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  in  act 
of  drawing  sword  with  right  hand  from  a sheath,  held  in  his  left,  across 
knees. 


AE  Tetarteron 

Type  A 
Obv. 

Lys.  Pellet  in  upper  and  lower  field  to  either  side. 

©6  A€C 

Atu  n 

Rev.  PO  O 
C TH 
C 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  chlamys; 
holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 
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Type  B 
Obv. 


* within  crescent-shaped  ornament  decorated  with  pellets. 

0 

Rev. 

A Ol 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed 
scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross,  which  he 
holds  by  the  shaft. 

********************************************************************** 
EGYPTIAN  FIVE  POUND  GOLD 


In  1955  President  Nasser  of  Egypt  had  struck  a very  few  500  Piastres 
or  5 Pound  gold  piece.  These  beautiful  large  gold  coins  were  struck 


to  celebrate  the  departure  of  the  British  from  the  Suez  Canal.  The 
obverse  shows  the  ancient  figure  of  Ramses  drawing  an  arrow  in  a bow 
while  riding  in  a two  horse  chariot.  This  is  symbolic  of  when  Egypt 
was  strong  and  independent.  The  reverse  contains  an  Arabic  inscrip- 
tion above  the  winged  solar  disk. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


******************************************************************** 
CELTIC  RING  MONEY 

"Celtic  ring  money"  probably  originated  as  wound,  open-ended,  gold 
and  silver  hair  ornaments,  the  ornaments  dating  back  to  approximately 
1000  B.C.  As  with  many  other  symbols  of  wealth,  the  line  between 
barter  and  established  currency  is  blurred. 


(Submitted  by  Hark  Smith) 
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BOOK  NEWS  Si  REVIEWS 


MONEDAS  ESPANOLAS:  Desde  los  Visigodos  hasta  el  Quinta  Centenario  del 
Descubrimiento  de  America,  y las  Medullas  de  Proclamacion.  By  J.R.  Cayon  and  C. 
Castan.  Madrid,  1991.  1068  pages,  profusely  illustrated,  in  Spanish  with  some 
English  translations.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Vir- 
ginia, MN  55792.  Price  is  $50.00  plus  $4.00  postage.  Insurance  or  registration  is 
extra. 

This  volume  is  luxuriously  bound  and  printed  on  high  quality,  glossy  paper  with  an 
abundance  of  clear  photos  on  nearly  every  page.  It  represents  the  state  of  the  art  for  the 
following  areas:  Visigothic,  Islamic,  Reconquest,  Hapsburg  and  Bourbon  Spain,  as  well 
as  for  the  most  recent  Republican,  Franco  and  present  day  Constitutional  Monarchy 
eras.  Furthermore,  113  pages  are  devoted  to  Proclamation  Medals,  using  the  Herrera 
numbering  system.  All  colonial  issues,  emergency  and  siege  money,  and  even  the 
current  Discovery,  Olympic  and  Ecu  series  are  included.  In  all,  16,438  coins  (not 
including  the  proclamation  pieces)  are  catalogued  in  chronological  order  and  priced, 
making  identification  of  any  post-Roman  Hispanic  coin  an  enjoyable,  simple  task. 

This  latter  fact  alone  is  nothing  short  of  revolutionary.  Until  now,  only  specialists  or 
large  firms  with  esoteric,  expensive  libraries  could  hope  to  do  an  adequate  job  of 
cataloguing  many  of  these  issues,  as  the  geographic,  historical,  linguistic  and  cost 
barriers  were  formidable.  As  illustration  of  this,  the  reviewer,  just  days  before  receiving 
his  copy  of  Monedas  Espanolas,  spent  seven  hours  cataloguing,  in  rather  tentative 
fashion,  a tiny  group  of  widely  disparate  emissions  of  the  Spanish-speaking  world:  cobs, 
procs,  and  scattered  colonial  and  peninsular  issues  through  the  ages.  A week  later,  the 
job  could  have  been  done  in  half  the  time,  and  twice  as  well!  Since  every  type  is 
illustrated  and  numbered,  every  date,  mintmark  and  assayer  variety  is  ascribed,  with 
both  an  item  number  and  the  corresponding  "type  number,"  collectors  and  researchers, 
beginners,  and  especially  those  who  don't  speak  Spanish,  can  correctly  catalogue  and 
price  any  given  individual  issue. 

While  comprehensive  throughout,  the  earlier  series  of  Visigothic  and  Islamic  coinage 
are  among  the  most  thoroughly  described,  in  terms  of  historical  introduction,  tables  of 
royal  lineage  and  the  like.  The  most  modern,  largely  commemorative  series  of  the 
current  reign  of  Juan  Carlos  I are  also  provided  with  commentaries  (even  the  wooden 
cases  are  described).  The  Hapsburg,  Bourbon  and  various  Provisional,  Republican,  and 
Franco  era  issues,  while  complete,  illustrated  and  priced,  are  not  described  to  that  depth. 
Perhaps  the  inclusion  would  have  been  laudable.  However  the  information  is,  at  times, 
controversial  due  to  Spain's  checkered  historical,  ethnic,  religious  and  ideological  past. 
For  these  periods  collectors  will  want  to  avail  themselves  of  the  numerous  short  histories 
available  in  English  and  Spanish.  In  any  case,  the  book  has  already  reached  its  limits  in 
terms  of  sheer  size  and  weight  (over  five  pounds)  without  the  inclusion  of  an  excess  of 
non-numismatic  information. 

In  summation,  the  completeness,  beauty,  sturdiness  and  usefulness  of  Monedas  Espano- 
las cannot  be  overstated.  While  certainly  not  cheap,  ease  of  identification  alone  will 
make  it  a necessary  acquisition  for  anyone  who  may  come  into  contact  with  Spanish  or 
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Spanish  colonial  coins  or  proclamations.  As  a fitting  numismatic  tribute,  it  too 
commemorates  the  Fifth  Centennial  Anniversary  of  both  the  Reconquest  and  Unifica- 
tion of  Spain  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and  the  "Discovery”  of  the  New  World. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 

«£► 

THE  COINAGE  OF  ETHIOPIA,  ERITREA  AND  ITALIAN  SOMALIA.  By  Dennis 
Gill.  New  York,  1991.  341  pp.  illustrated  in  text.  25  x 18.5  cm,  hardbound. 
Available  from  Dennis  Gill,  P.  O.  Box  175,  Garden  City,  NY  11530.  Price  is  $25.00 
plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling. 

For  over  a generation  numismatists  have  known  the  author  as  a scholarly  dealer  in  world 
coins,  particularly  of  Africa.  The  currency  he  treats  in  this  book,  just  published,  has  for 
many  years  attracted  him;  he  has  subjected  it  to  long  and  exhaustive  study,  and  the  result 
is  a presentation  that  takes  its  place  at  once  as  the  standard  work. 

The  monetary  history  of  the  Horn  of  Africa  covers  intermittently  almost  two  millenia, 
starting  with  the  450-year  coinage  of  the  monarchs  of  Aksum.  Then  follow  1000  years 
of  the  most  varied  forms  of  barter  currency  until  the  triumph  of  the  Maria  Theresia  thaler 
in  the  19th  century.  From  1782  to  1887  an  Islamic  enclave  at  Harar,  east  of  Addis  Ababa, 
put  out  a crude  copper  coinage. 

Ethiopia's  modem  coinage  is  barely  a century  old;  it  begins  under  the  emperor  Menelik 
in  1894.  From  then  on  there  has  been  a most  complex  sequence  of  patterns,  monetary 
proposals,  regular  issues,  restrikes,  mules,  fantasies,  medals,  private  tokens,  and  paper 
money.  A dozen  mints  have  contributed— from  the  great  establishments  at  Paris  and 
Vienna  on  through  to  private  houses  like  Spink,  Pinches,  Pobjoy,  and  even  the 
Emperor's  Court  Jeweler.  Very  many  of  the  dies  went  to  the  Addis  Ababa  Mint.  Paris 
furnished  mainly  coins,  and  Vienna  chiefly  dies. 

Dennis  Gill  puts  his  main  emphasis  on  the  time  after  1 894.  Available  references  already 
fully  cover  Aksum's  coinage-a  book  length  subject  in  itself— so  for  it  the  author  provides 
simply  a good  overview.  Otherwise  he  traces  wherever  possible  the  course  of  the 
individual  coinages  and  projects.  He  has  consulted  the  principle  mints  or  their  museums 
as  well  as  scores  of  collectors,  dealers,  and  students;  he  has  digested  the  scholarly 
studies,  the  auction  records,  the  ephemeral  trade  literature,  and  out  of  all  this  he 
integrates— reconciles,  where  necessary— all  the  fragments  into  a reasoned  sequence. 
There  are  guides  to  Amharic  script,  numerals  and  dating,  etc.,  and  a fine  bibliography  (an 
idiosyncracy  is  the  consistent  use  of  an  alternate  spelling  "exerque"). 

The  book’s  numismatic  core  consists  of  a discursive  monetary  chronology,  followed  by 
a detailed  catalogue  dealing  first  with  Ethiopia,  then  with  the  adjacent  regions.  In  the 
catalogue,  the  author  prices  all  except  the  rarest  items.  An  overall  review  of  Ethiopian 
history  comes  at  the  end,  useful  for  putting  the  numismatic  parts  of  the  book  into  context. 

Researchers  and  compilers  know  that  the  toughest  part  of  a job  like  this  is  to  ferret  out  the 
final  elusive  three  or  five  percent  of  the  picture  and  insure  that  its  elements  fall  accurately 
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into  place.  This  is  one  of  the  strong  points  of  Gill's  work;  anotheris  its  clear,  user-friendly 
presentation.  The  book  is  stoutly  made  throughout-obviously  intended  to  last  a long  time 
under  constant  use.  How  the  author  is  able  to  offer  so  fine  a product  for  the  old  fashion 
price  of  $25.00  is  an  abiding  mystery. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander. 

V V V V 


250  YEARS  OF  PLATINUM  COINAGE:  WORLD  COINS  IN  PLATINUM  AND 
PALLADIUM  FROM  1740.  By  Willy  Fuchs.  1991,  172  pages,  illustrated  in  text. 
Available  from  Verlag  MDM,  Domplatz,  3300  Braunschweig,  Germany.  Price  is 
DM  98. 

The  present  catalogue  by  Willy  Fuchs  expands  gready  his  earlier  coverage.  He  provides 
a comprehensive  listing  in  English  of  coins,  medals,  and  off-medal  strikes  in  platinum 
and  palladium.  The  roster  includes,  inevitably,  a distressing  number  of  pseudo-numis- 
matic items— many  of  them  fantasies— made  during  the  past  20  years  to  accommodate 
impressionable  collectors.  Additionally,  the  author  does  a first-rate  job  of  assembling 
scattered  records  of  struck  platinum  copies  of  gold  coins  semi-clandestinely  produced 
chiefly  in  France,  Spain,  and  Colombia.  The  overall  list  comes  to  more  than  2400 
numbered  entries.  Mintage  figures  and  Krause- Mishler  (or  other)  references  appear 
wherever  possible.  The  book  is  lavishly  illustrated  (1150  photographs). 

Platinum  coins  and  medals  have  interested  the  author  for  many  years-his  earliest 
catalogue  dates  from  1969.  The  present  compilation  takes  into  account  exhaustive 
market  research  (over  400  auction  catalogues,  for  example)  and  consultation  with  various 
museums,  knowledgeable  colleagues,  etc.,  so  the  catalogue  itself  gives  by  far  the  broadest 
overview  possible  at  present. 

Preceding  the  catalogue  proper  is  a 10-page  bilingual  (German-English)  historical 
survey,  concentrating  principally  on  the  Russian  experience  of  1828-45  with  regular 
platinum  coinage.  This  section  brings  together  a very  considerable  body  of  source 
material,  most  of  it  secondary.  It  should  be  taken  as  a good  general  background  rather 
than  a fully  developed  and  documented  exposition.  Ongoing  current  research  elsewhere, 
depending  in  large  measure  on  Russian  archival  materials  and  on  further  detailed  study 
of  the  coins  themselves  will  in  due  course  clarify,  probably  modify  to  an  extent,  and 
certainly  add  to  the  picture.  It  will  be  possible,  for  example,  to  develop  a deeper  and 
sharper  insight  into  the  Russian  government's  motives  and  actions  in  this  interesting 
monetary  episode. 

Paper,  printing,  and  binding  are  all  first  class;  and  the  author  deserves  thankful  congratu- 
lations on  the  sharing  of  his  lengthy  and  earnest  research. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Jerry  Hummel,  1319  South  Weimar  St..  Appleton,  WI  54915:  Wanted  to  buy  or 
will  trade  - Odd  and  Cunous/Primitive  Monies  of  the  World.  Please  write  or  send 
list. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C.  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Information,  photos, 
French  Indochina  Masonic  Mason  Lodges,  their  badges,  etc.  How  many  AWOL, 
MIA,  POW  were  Masons? 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for 
attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue  for  rules  regarding 
items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas 
address  before  sending  items. 

********************************************************************* 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"The  Anatolian  world,  Lydia  in  particular,  where  gold  was  plentiful, 
started  in  the  sixth  century  with  gold  coins,  which  provided  a stand- 
ard for  the  evaluation  of  coins  in  other  metals.  The  same  was  true 
of  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  Asiatic  coast  from  at  least  the  beginning 
of  the  sixth  century.  Electrum  also,  an  alloy  of  gold  and  silver, 
was  frequently  used  for  coinage;  but  the  alloy,  whether  natural  or 
artificial,  varied  within  so  wide  limits  that  the  value  of  the  coins 
was  too  uncertain,  and  its  use  was  early  abandoned.  At  this  period 
in  Asia  Minor  the  ratio  of  gold  to  silver  was  normally  1:20." 

fn.  28  - " The  earliest  gold  coinage  probably  appeared  in  Lydia 

and  Ionia  under  Croesus  (c.  560-546).  The  ratio  of  gold  to 
silver  probably  fluctuated  widely:  Herodotus  (III,  95)  ap- 

pears to  give  a ratio  of  1:13  in  the  Persian  empire." 

Taken  from  p.  138,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 The  Ancient  World, 
by  Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Luciano  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Rwo,  Publishers  1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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